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NATIONAL YOUTH AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Youth) [9.09 am]: It gives me great pleasure to inform 
the house that three young Western Australians have made the finals of the 2015 National Youth Awards. 
The winners will be announced in Brisbane on 16 April during National Youth Week. Given that we hear a lot 
about troubled youth in the media and that we as a government direct a lot of funding to troubled youth, I will 
use every opportunity I can to promote some of the wonderful young people in our community. 

The first of our three outstanding Western Australians is Binu Jayawardena, a television producer, aged 24 years, 
of Woodlands. He is a finalist for the youth employment award after winning the community leadership award at 
the WA Youth Awards last November. He is a fifth-year medical student and the co-founder of WA Student TV, 
which is a community organisation that engages young people to develop skills and techniques in film 
production. WASTV has partnered with community groups, including Zonta House Refuge Association, 
Fair Game and UnitingCare West, to produce promotional and sponsorship videos free of charge. Binu also 
mentors other young people to achieve academic success. 

The second student is Golda Signal, aged 21 years, of Balga. She won the cultural endeavours category at the 
2014 WA Youth Awards and is now a finalist for the national Youth Culture and Diversity Award. Since 
arriving in Australia from Africa, Golda has made significant contributions. She developed a love for the arts at 
high school and then enrolled in a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Communications. In 2013, she began 
mentoring a culturally diverse group of girls in performing arts and developing confidence. The group was 
invited to perform its play at a World AIDS Day event. Golda also talked about the isolation faced by refugees 
and HIV sufferers at the AIDS 2014 conference in Melbourne. Recently, she performed at the Fringe World 
Festival in Perth. 
The third student is dance outreach founder Torekana Bule-Turner, aged 15 years, of South Hedland. He is 
a finalist in the Youth Leadership Award, having won the Commissioner for Children and Young People 
Participate Award at the 2012 WA Youth Awards. Torekana is emerging as an outstanding ambassador for 
change in his local regional community. He is a youth leader and facilitator at The Hood Academy, where he 
uses dance to make a positive impact on local young people. He recently placed fourth in a major under-21 WA 
breakdance competition against competitors older and stronger than himself. His guidance has transformed many 
youth, including young people who were banned from local recreational facilities, but who are now assuming 
a mentoring role in the academy. Torekana is a black-belt instructor for taekwondo and teaches junior classes in 
a club that has more than 70 members. 
It is wonderful to see these young Western Australians recognised at a national level for their contributions to the 
community and to the lives of others. They are remarkable role models and mentors. I wish them good luck at 
the national awards. Regardless of whether or not they win, they already have bright futures. The awards will be 
held during National Youth Week, which is an annual event that celebrates and recognises young Australians. 
In WA, National Youth Week is presented by Propel Youth Arts WA in partnership with the Department of 
Local Government and Communities. The state government has provided over $80 000 in grants for community 
organisations and local governments to host events around WA. 
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